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The first examples of totally chemo- and regioselective formal intermolecular cobalt(l)-catalyzed [2 + 2 + 2] cyclizations of three different
alkynes are reported. The use of disposable silylated tethers in the sequence cyclization followed by the displacement of the silicon group led
to polysubstituted arenes as a unique cycloadduct in high yields.

Transition metal mediated cyclotrimerizations of alkynes unnatural compoundsin addition, more recently, formal
have been recognized to be one of the most powerful and[2 + 2 + 2] cyclizations of alkynes via a palladium homo-
general methods to synthesize substituted aremeEspite and cross-coupling/[4+ 2] benzannulation were demon-
intensive research in this field, the intermolecular version strated to occur also in a highly regioselective mariner.

of this process suffers from poor chemo- and regioselectivity.  In this context, we turned our attention to the silylated
Various transition metal complexes have been used totethers that allow the transformation of intermolecular

overcome this problem; however, the selectivity of catalytic reactions into intramolecular ong#ndeed, we thought that
intermolecular reactions of two or three alkynes has remained
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the intramolecular cobalt(l)-catalyzed cyclotrimerizations of
silicon-linked triynes (Scheme 1) would be highly attractive
alternatives based upon the fact that the cyclizations would

Rl
same
cond.

= SIMezt Bu ; R2 = SiPh,t-Bu

, 0
be catalytic in metal and chemo- and regioselective. Finally, ___o. /T Si-i-Pr

. . /——=——"""Si_. . same .
the tethers could be selectively removed after the reaction, X Pr 7T FPr
leading easily to functionalized arenes. Here we present the (\ﬁE I cond. n-Bu
first examples of cobalt(l)-catalyzed formal inter- and n n-Bu
partially intermolecular [2+ 2 + 2] cyclizations of three X=CHp R:; gg gg ;Z;:ﬁ’,
different alkynes and diynes with 1 equiv of monoyne with n=3,5¢ 6c, 73%

- X=0 n=1,5d 6d, 67%

a complete control of selectivity. X=NCbz n=1,5e 6e, 73%

Silicon linkers, which are generally ethers, have been
applied to many types of reactiohsadical cyclizations, [4
+ 2] cycloadditions, nucleophilic additions, Pausdthand
reactions’, and metathesi$As far as we are aware, only
one cobalt-mediated [2+ 2 + 2] cycloaddition of an

corresponding benzenic derivativgst,'° and6a—ein good
yields (Scheme 2). All of the cycloadducts were quite stable
and easy to handle under standard conditions.

It is noteworthy that such cycloadditions are fully compat-
ible with the presence of silaketal O—Si—O or silyl ether
O—-Si—C in addition to a dienic moiety or heteroatomic

enediyne having a silyl ether linkage between the triple and .
double bonds has been reported.

From a practical point of view, we have recently disclosed
a new and efficient one-pot procedure for the preparation of
unsymmetrical silaketals that completely avoids the formation
of the undesired symmetric compounds. High yields were
obtained particularly when diisopropylchlorosilane was

tether.
An additional silicon linker, as well as the steric hindrance
of the four isopropy! substituents, did not alter the course of
the cyclization. Indeed, the cycloaddu8tslO, and12 were
obtained in good yields regardless of the substitution of the

employed, and this method could also be extended to thetermmal triple bonds (Scheme 3).

preparation of unsymmetrical silyl ethers and silahes.

Having in hand a series of silicon-tethered triyrigs3,
5a—e, 7, 8, and11, which were produced following our

. ; . Scheme 3
previously reported procedure, we checked their behavior Pr Pr o
in the presence of 5 mol % gf-cyclopentadienyldicarbonyl o- s| s| o CE[;S:)()(l()/Z)) Al Si(i-Pr),
cobalt(l) [CpCo(COJ in boiling xylenes under irradiation. -Pr HPr
Our initial findings showed that the cyclizations bf 3, AN Y/ el Si(i-Pr)2
and5a—eexhibiting only one silylated linker furnished the R R2 0
R, R?=H,7 8, 65%
. = 2=n 10, 77%
(5) For reviews, see: (a) Bols, M.; Skrydstrup,dhem. Re»1995,95, R ,Ph’ R"=n-Bu,9 0, 77%
1253-1277. (b) Fensterbank, L.; Malacria, M.; Sieburth, S.Syinthesis ’.'Pr o
1997 813-854. (c) Gauthier, D. R. J.; Zandi, K. S.; Shea, KTétrahedron O-Sli%\ asabove Ph Si(i-Pr)o
1998, 54, 2289—2338. (d) White, J. D.; Carter, R. G. 8tience of i-Pr o — .
Synthesis: Houben-Weyl Methods of Molecular Transformatieiesning, \ Si—i-Pr n-Bu
I, Ed.; Georg Thieme Verlag: Stuttgart, 2001; Vol. 4, pp 371—412. (e) N R 67% , _
Skrydstrup, T. IrScience of Synthesis: Houben-Weyl Methods of Molecular oh (iPr)zSi~0
Transformations; Fleming, |., Ed.; Georg Thieme Verlag: Stuttgart, 2001; n-Bu 11 12

Vol. 4, pp 439-530.
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Lett. 2002,43, 3755—3738.

(7) (@) Chang, S.; Grubbs, R. Hetrahedron Lett1997, 38, 4757—
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2002,4, 4105—4108 and pertinent references therein.
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By treatment witm-tetrabutylammonium fluoride (TBAF)
in THF at low (—78 to 0°C) or refluxing temperature, the

(10) Compoundt was used without further purification in the next step;
see Scheme 4.
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cycloadductd led to the corresponding didl3, which was ] o ) ) )
obtained from the triyn& in 88% overall yield (Scheme 4). Mediated [2+ 2+ 2] cyclizations of triynes or diynes with
The opening of the silylated addua can occur either ~ Monoynes via the judicious use of disposable silylated
with TBAF or MeLi to furnish quantitativelyl4 and 15, tethers. This represents a major improvement since the
which formally arise from a totally chemo- and regioselective intermolecular cyclotrimerization of three different alkynes
semi-intermolecular [2- 2 + 2] reaction between octa-2,7- gave an untractable mixture of all accessible arenes deriva-
diyn-]_-o| and hex-]_-yne or Si|y|ated hexyne, respective|y_ tives. On the contrary, the cyclotrimerization followed by
The displacement of the silylated linkers of the adducts the displacement of the silylated groups led to functionalized
8, 10, and12required 4 equiv of TBAF and led to the diols polysubstituted arenes in high yields.
16,17, and18 in 60%, 62%, and 76% yield, respectively
(Scheme 5). The overall sequence is quite remarkable, Acknowledgment. M.M. is a member of IUF. Financial
because it led to di- or tetrasubstituted arenes, which formally support was provided by CNRS, MRES, and IUF. M.P.
Originate from a [2+ 2 + 2] CyClization between two thanks Aventis-CNRS for his fe”owsmp
propargylic alcohol units and an alkyne moiety that, in the
case 0f16, can be acetylene. Note that, depending on the
substitution of the internal triple bond by one or two silylated
groups (9vs 11), we were able to reach either 1,2,3,4-
tetrasubstituted arer/ or its 1,2,3,5-regioisomet8.
In summary, we have reported the first examples of totally
chemo- and regioselective formal intermolecular cobalt(l)- 0L049484K
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